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Summer 2024

Thoughts from the President

Hello
every-
one!
Sum-
mer has
arrived
and we
are very happy down at the
museum. Work continues every
week on making the museum

a more attractive destination.

If you have not been here for

a while, you need to drop in.
There have been noticeable
changes and all for the better.

| mentioned last issue, how

we were trying to integrate the
displays we received from Oak
Hammock Marsh. Check out the
middle room of the museum.
These displays have lit up this
room and have made a world of
difference.

We were successful in hiring
three summer students who are
going to help us move forward
and catch up on archiving,
organizing all our material, and
bringing positive energy to the
museum. You can see their
bios on pages 2 and 3 in this
newsletter. Because they have
arrived, we are now able to
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open the museum to the pub-
lic Tuesday to Saturday from
10 - 4, so it is easier than ever
to enjoy a visit.

Recently, we confirmed that we
can restore the Red River Cart
to its original condition. This will
cost the museum $2500 but that
is well worth the cost to protect
and in fact improve one of our
treasured artifacts. We will be
running a fundraising campaign
to cover this cost.

Spreading the word about the
museum is still critical. My
recent article in the Free Press
Community News East called
the museum the “Best Kept
Secret in St. Vital.” That gener-
ated coverage on CJNU radio.
Any promotion is valuable to
the museum. We have secured
a booth at St. Vital Centre next
November 2" and 3 which will
also help.

But our best promotion is you!
Please tell your friends. Bring
them to the museum. Ask them
to become members. We are
counting on you!

Have a great summer!
John Hindle


http://info@svhs.ca
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From the Front Desk

Despite
the rain
and dark
skies that
N started
™ the Doors
85 Open

Winni-
peg weekend, once the rain
stopped, the St. Vital Museum
was bustling with well over 200
visitors.

Our staff and volunteers would
like to thank everyone who
made the trek to the museum,
bringing your families and
friends, and supporting the
museum! It is because of you
that we are able to preserve the
history of St. Vital and allow us
to participate in fun events like
Doors Open Winnipeg.

We provided tours throughout
the day, offered a colouring
sheet and crayons to children,
and had multiple volunteers
helping throughout the two
days.

(204) 233-5164 | stvitaldental.ca
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Thank you to Heritage Winnipeg
for organizing this year’s Doors
Open Winnipeg and having the
St. Vital Museum as a partici-
pant. They have done a fantas-
tic job of organizing this event
for many years and it is always
a pleasure to take part.

If you missed it this year, you
can, of course, come to the
museum any time but mark your
calendars for next May and par-
take in the special activities.

We would also like to announce
the winner of the draw for the
vintage #5 former Winnipeg
Blue Bomber, Drew Willy jersey
is Darryl W! Congratulations
and thanks for your support.
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Summer Students 2024

Ethan

My name is
Ethan and |
am a sum-
mer student
working for
B the museum.
3 | study at
Red River
College as a Digital Media
Design student. | have a pas-
sion for making video and pho-
tography. | like to take photos
in my free time and make short
films and videos.

| have lived in Winnipeg for

the past 12 years and am very
happy here because it is a great
city. I'm inspired by the hard-
working and selfless volunteers
at the museum. | look forward to
learning more about St. Vital’s
history and | hope | can make
this a better place for the vol-
unteers and visitors during my
time here!

HOME RUN
SPORTS
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HOMERUNSPORTS.COM
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Summer Students cont’d

Brynn

Hello, my
name is
Brynn and |
have come

to work at

the St. Vital
Museum for
the summer
on a student grant. | currently
study Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba, making the
museum a great opportunity to
learn about what | will do in the
future. | am hoping to work in a
gallery focused in human evolu-
tion. | appreciate all the varied
artifacts in the museum but am
most interested in the vintage
doll collection, both on display in
the school room, as well as the
large collection in the basement.

Outside of work and school,

my hobbies include making
clothes and cosmetology. Work-
ing at the St. Vital Museum will
provide me with invaluable life
experience and | look forward to
working with all of the wonderful
people of St. Vital.

BELL insurance

Proudly serving Manitoba Since 1953
Ph 204.254.3572 | Fax 204.2554150

info@bellinsurance.ca
www.bellinsurance.ca

Wells

Hi everyone!

My name is

Wells and

§ I’'m going

into my

\, third year at

| Dalhousie
University in

Halifax, Nova Scotia, majoring

in management and minoring

in political science. In my free

time, | enjoy running, watching

movies, and playing soccer.

A

This summer, I’'m excited to
say I'll be spending most of my
time at work alongside some
of our community’s most dedi-
cated people. In the next few
months, | hope to uncover more
St. Vital secrets that make

this neighbourhood of ours

so truly special. Having done
some museum work last year,
I’'ve gained an appreciation

for the attention to detail that

is so instrumental to ensuring
these “third places” in society

remain able to provide valuable
resources to our next genera-
tion of learners.

Let’'s do some great work
together!

St. Vital Museum
600 St. Mary’s Road
Winnipeg, MB R2M 3L5
204-255-2864
info@svhs.ca

MIKE MOYES

204-421-4666 | 628 5t. Anne'’s Rd.
Mike.Moyes@yourmanitoba.ca
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What’s in a Name?
by Cam Dempster

Recently, the street signs were
installed changing the name
of Bishop Grandin to Abinojii
Mikanah.

Many St. Vital streets have had
name changes over the years.
Here are a few:

Clonard was previously named
Queens

Stranmillis was previously
named Princess

Imperial was previously named
Royal

More street name changes will
be included in an upcoming edi-
tion of the Historian.

Dunkirk Drive — Part of a Long
Street with Many Names

In the early 1900s before it was
fully developed, Dunkirk Drive
was going to be called Suffolk.
In my youth, | just knew it as the
Dike...only becoming Dunkirk
when the St. Vital Bridge was
built and a real road was made
out of it.

A

Where you need us to be.

ACCESS

CREDIT UNION

It is part of the roadwork that
connects south St. Vital to north
Winnipeg but the street changes
names many times.

It is part of the roadwork that
connects south St. Vital to

north Winnipeg but the street
changes names many times
throughout the route. It starts in
the south as Dakota Street then
at St. Mary’s Road changes

to Dunkirk Drive. On crossing
the Red River and leaving St.
Vital it becomes Osborne Street
followed by Osborne North,
Memorial Boulevard, Colony
Street, Balmoral Street, Isabel
Street and finally ends up as
Salter Street in West Kildonan...
Quite the ride for one road!

After World War |, there was talk
of this multi-named roadway to
be changed into just one name.
In recognition of Canada’s first
major victory in WWI, it was to
be designated Vimy Highway.
Does anyone think that this idea
is worth reconsidering?

Summer Hours

Sl

SUMMER -

From June 15" to August 24"
the museum will be open Tues-
day to Saturday from 10 — 4.
The museum is closed Sunday
and Monday.
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OLD ST. VITAL BUSINESS
IMPROVEMENT ZONE

_, 204-504-9535
& information@oldstvitalbiz.ca
& www.oldstvitalbiz.com

~ Unit 6-553 St. Mary's Road
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R2M 3L4
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Street Named in Honour of Ray St. Germain

Born in 1940, Ray
m-nwmuw-mmmﬂmmmmmmm

ving up in St.Vital. He started out on accordian but switched to

a sign has been
erected desig-
nating the hon-
orary street as
Big Sky Country
Way. This name
came from his
TV show of the
70s and 80s.

Usually, these
street naming
events only
attract a few
people, mainly
family and

In June of this year, federal min-
ister, Dan Vandal and city coun-
cillor, Brian Mayes, officiated in
the honorary naming of a street
in St. Vital which recognized
Canadian Country Music Hall of
Fame legend, Ray St. Germain.

Ray is featured at the St. Vital
Museum. He grew up living on
St. Michael’s Road in St. Vital
and went to school at Norberry
and Glenlawn.

In his honour, at the corner of
Wright Street and St. Michael’s

BILLIE GROSS

Billie.Cross@yourmanitoba.ca

friends, but in
this case, there were over 100
in attendance. Also attending
were Winnipeg musicians Al
Simmons and Fred Penner.
Fred actually was a St. Vital
resident for the first five months
of his life. Al and Fred have
been in bands together.

In his youth, Ray grew up and
played with Lenny Breau. They
were part of the Hal Lone Pine
Band. Hal Lone Pine was the
performing name for Lenny’s

dad. Early on, Lenny was
known as Hal Lone Pine Jun-
ior. Ray’s sister was married to
Lenny.

At the beginning of his career,
Ray was known as “Winnipeg’s
Elvis” for his accurate renditions
of Elvis Presley songs. In his
20s, Ray embraced his Métis
roots. He wrote and recorded
the song “Métis,” and elevated
the stories of the Métis people.

His television career included
appearances on CBC, Global
and APTN...and he has been
on radio, too. His connections
to Canadian music are vast,
including a daughter married to
Mike Reno of Loverboy.

For all his fame and glory, he
remains a St. Vitaller at heart.
His family roots go back to the
1820s and the earliest perma-
nent settlers of St. Vital

Unfortunately we’ve just
learned that Ray passed away
on June 25th. His funeral will
be held on July 6th.

ROBERTLOISELLE -

204-505-2800 | Robert.Loiselle@yourmanitoba.ca
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Dr. Derrick Nault
by Cam Dempster

In my position as resident
Historian, | get to meet a lot of
interesting people with interest-
ing stories, both face to face
and via long distance. One of
the latter is Dr. Derrick Nault,

a former professor at Tokyo
University and currently lectur-
ing at a Korean University and
at Algoma University in Sault
Ste. Marie. He lives in Niagara
Falls and conducts his lectures
via computer. The internet is a
wonderful thing.

His roots go deeply into St.
Vital history. He is a great
great grandson of Andre Nault,
and a great great grandson of
Damase Carriere. He also has
family links to the Vermettes...
all significant names for St.
Vital. And all of these have ties
to Riel.

Nault’s work was featured on
the cover of the 2019 fall issue
of the Historian with a two-page

Tyler Blashko

Unit 6 567 St. Anne’s Road
Winnipeg MB R2M 5B2

Phone: 204-583-7423
Tyler.Blashko@YourManitoba.ca

article on Louis Riel’s provi-
sional government. Dig it out
and reminisce.

La Barriere Park was estab-
lished in recognition of Riel’s
stand to keep Easterners from
taking over Manitoba without
due regard for the people living
there. The original “barrier” was
on Andre Nault’s property.

Damase Carriére (the street

is named after him) fought at
Batoche. He was wounded and
captured by the Canadian mili-
tary. They thought that he was
Riel. They tied him to a horse
and dragged him around until
he died.

André’s son, André Nault Jr.,
was arrested by Francis Dick-
ens, son of Charles Dickens,
the author. Francis was nick-
named Chickenstalker. This
Dickens served in the Northwest
Mounted Police, precursor to
the RCMP.

Before selecting the name for
Bishop Grandin Blvd, an early
choice was that of André Nault.
Part of the University of Mani-
toba is likely on Nault’s land
which, until 1912, was part of
St. Vital.

Dr. Nault’s current project is on
Francois Guillmette, the man
who fired the final shot into
Thomas Scott’s head. Except
Guillmette didn’t exist. It was a
fake name used by the Métis to
protect their friends and col-
leagues.

In 1912, looking back on his life,
Victor Mager wrote about Guill-
mette and Guillmette passed
into history, even being reported
killed at Pembina, North Dakota.

Miller’s Meats

204-233-5409
590 St. Mary’s Road
Winnipeg, MB
millersmeats.com
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Deanna Durbin

To the SVHS best wishes always

Most of us are familiar with

the movie success of former
St. Vitaller, Nia Vardalos, from
My Big Fat Greek Wedding (all
three of them) fame, but Nia is
not the only movie superstar to
come from St. Vital. Back in the
1930s and 40s, another famous
movie star was also a St. Vital-
ler. She had lived on Kingston
Row.

Edna Mae Durbin was born

in 1921. She became famous
as Deanna Durbin and starred
alongside Judy Garland. In
1938, she received a special
Academy Award, along with
Mickey Rooney, “for bringing to
the screen the spirit and per-
sonification of youth.”

Durban had an outstanding
soprano voice. At the age of

15, she tried out for Sleeping
Beauty and the Seven Dwarves,
however, she didn’t get the part
because she sounded too old.
Attempts were made to get her
into the Metropolitan Opera.

At one point, she was credited
with saving Universal Studios
from bankruptcy. In 1945, she
was one of Hollywood’s highest
paid actresses.

Some of her films include:

In Every Sunday, released in
1936, Durbin played in her first
co-starring role with Judy Gar-

land. Three Smart Girls was
also released in 1936. In 1937,
she acted in One Hundred Men
and a Girl, and her last movie
in 1948 was For the Love of
Mary.

She had an interesting fan
base. Anne Frank had two
pictures of her on the wall of the
family hideout. Winston Church-
ill, British Prime Minister, adored
her.

Durbin retired from the movie
business at the age of 27. In
1950, upon her third marriage,
she moved to France. She lived
a peaceful and obscure life,
rejecting all offers for public
appearances or interviews.

Some years ago, she did ful-
fill the request of the St. Vital
Historical Society by providing
an autographed photo with a
personalized note.

Edna Mae (Deanna) Durbin
died in 2013.

DELRYELE]

Terry Duguid
MP/député MP/député

Saint Boniface—Saint Vital
4-213 St. Mary’s Road
Winnipeg MB R2H 1J2
204-983-3183
dan.vandal@parl.gc.ca
www.danvandal.ca

Winnipeg South

80-2855 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, MB R3T 2H5
204-984-6787
terry.duguid@parl.gc.ca
www.terryduguid.ca
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>» Arecent visitor to the

museum was combing over
the displays at the museum
and made the comment,
“You mean to tell me Lenny
Breau is from St. Vital and
lived on the same street

as | did"” There is often
something displayed in the
museum that connects with
our visitors.

Canadian television icon,
Juliette Cavazzi (nee
Sysak), better known as
“Our Pet, Miss Juliette,” was
born in St. Vital and lived
with her family on Wor-
thington Avenue. You can
read about her story at the
museum.

Hollywood actress, Deanna
Durbin, lived with her family
in a distinctively designed
home on Kingston Row
before seeking her fortunes
in Hollywood and is also
featured at the museum.

>

Brian Mayes

City Councillor
Conseiller municipal

St. Vital

204.986.5088
bmayes@winnipeg.ca

*Services en frangais disponibles

Nostalgic Music & Entertainment Trivia

by Random Remembrances

There must have been
something special in the
water on St. Michael’s Road
as so many gifted musi-
cians lived on that one
street. Country musicians
such as Andy Dejarlais,
the Metis Fiddler, and Ray
St. Germain and the Ray
St. Germain trio lived on St.
Michaels.

So did the McDougall fam-
ily. Father Colin was a fid-
dler with Colin McDougall
& the Seine River Boys
while son, Bill, played the
drums for the Seine River
Boys and the Ray St. Ger-
maine Trio as well as Sticks
and Strings featuring Chad
Allen. Donny McDougall
played for the Guess Who
and Robbie McDougall
gained fame as a classi-
cal pianist & composer...an
amazing musical family.

» There are probably other
streets in St. Vital that have
been the home to notable
residents. If you can think
of any, email or call the
museum.

Barbeque and Open
House on August
24th.

Time: 11-1
Tickets: $10 adults, $5 under 12

There are games, tours, door
prizes...check out the new
exhibits!

JAMIE
MOSES

jamie.moses@yourmanitoba.ca

204-219-5407 e
838 St. Mary'’s Rd., Winnipeg
Manitoba R2M 3P4
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96 Years Young

Picture: left to right: Jaye, Jill and Barb. Holding
up picture of original homestead of Margaret
and Frederick Hulton.

What would you do for your
96th birthday? How about pop
over to the St. Vital Museum just
like Barb Dempster? Accompa-
nied by her two daughters, Jill
and Jaye, who came from the
west coast, and her son, Cam-
eron, a St. Vital Museum volun-
teer, the family rambled through
the museum, reminiscing and
reliving their past. What a won-
derful time they had!

Jill and Jaye both came all the
way from B.C. for the celebra-
tion. Jill lives in Victoria; Jaye
in Surrey, south of Vancouver.
Both retired, Jill was a law-

yer for the B.C. government
and Jaye a special education
teacher in the Lower Mainland.
Both of them attended Norberry
School and Dakota Collegiate.
If anyone attended school with
Jaye back in those days, her
name was Marilyn Dempster?

Born near
* Ottawa,
Ontario, Barb
spent most of
her life in St.
Vital grow-
ing up on
Hull Avenue.
She attended
Windsor, Nor-
berry Annex,
Norberry and
Glenlawn...all
St. Vital schools. She met her
future husband, John Dempster,
when they first crossed paths
when she was 6 and he was 8
at church.

Their married life was spent
mainly on the remains of the
original Hulton market gar-
dens...what is now Kenwood
Place. At that time, their home
did not even have it's own
address but was called the rear
of 47 St. Vital Road...the origi-
nal St. Vital United Church. The
homestead was torn down in
the early 2000s.

MARKUS CHAMB

City Councillor for

Barb worked at the Grain
Exchange for many years. After
her kids grew up, she worked
at Eatons and the Winnipeg
Tribune. Barb and John were
active in the St. Vital Histori-
cal Society from the beginning.
They enjoyed square dancing at
Norberry Community Club with
the Sashay Eights and devel-
oped many friendships there.

At the museum, we have a
dress that Barb wore in the 30s
along with one from her older
sister Shirley. We also have a
picture of them in these outfits.

Barb has four children, seven
grandkids, and three great
grandkids spread out across
Ontario, Alberta, British Colum-
bia and Manitoba. She enjoys
an active retirement in St. Vital.

We thank Barb for her support
of the museum and are glad
she enjoyed her visit with her
children.

A

St. Norbert-Seine River =

204-986-5920

markuschambers@winnipeg.ca
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Windsor Theatre - Miller’s Meats

who attended will remember the
lady with her stick. She walked
the aisles during the movies and
kept the young folk in line by
hitting the arm rest on the seats.
Once, she inadvertently hit a
boy’s hand who grabbed the
yard stick and broke it in half.
Who knew that a movie theatre
could be a place of such drama.

The theatre closed in 1976 and
is now Miller’s Supervalu, or to
long-time residents...Miller’s
Meats.

590 St. Mary’s Road is just

two doors north of the St. Vital
Museum. From the 1930s to
the 1970s, this building was the
Windsor Theatre. It could hold
over 400 excited movie goers.

Built in 1935, it was designed by
a local architect, Edgar Prain.
He designed many buildings in
Winnipeg including churches
such as St. Patrick’s and St.
Jude’s Anglican Church at 612
Valour Road. He designed
some schools including Gover-
nor Semple School on Jefferson
and new Governor Semple at
150 Hartford Avenue and in
1913 designed Kenwood Apart-
ments at 689 Maryland Street.

Miller’s was opened in1971 by
Ken and Kathy Miller. In 2003,
the business expanded and
took over the theatre. It is now
run by the third generation of
Millers, so has actually been
around longer than the theatre
existed.

On the north side of the building
is a mural. Artist Sarah Collard
was commissioned in 2009 to
create it. It has that ltalian feel
to it. With plenty of references to

The theatre was built by con-
tractor James Edward Bailey

at a cost of approximately
$25,000. The only other identi-
fied building of his was Baddow
Block at 322 Taché Avenue.

All kinds of movies were shown
at the Windsor and everyone

the Miller Family and store. Next
time you’re there take a look at
the mural. Just don’t get carried
away by it and forget to get your
meat. And lots of other delica-
cies too.

Miller’s Supervalu, now

"_

RESTAURANT

C{)?-EI Park Dental
__@,— m Park Denta

Dr. Bill Cooke & Team
29 3t. Mary’s 'Rngm'r
Wl'nnt'pcﬂ, Manitoba F2M 3 My

(204) 253-6290
cﬂr!ﬁrm@df rhillcooke.com
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Meet the Board of Directors - Ron Koskie

Ron Koskie is a true St. Vitaller.
He attended Glenwood School
and his family was active at
Glenwood Community Club. He
earned his teacher’s degree at
the University of Manitoba and
taught for 35 years in the St.
Vital School Division (now part
of Louis Riel School Division)
at Norberry, Varennes, Victor
Mager and Minnetonka schools.

Ron was very active at Norberry
Community Club for over 20
years as an executive member
on the Board and also served
as a sports convenor. His warm
smile is well-known throughout
the St. Vital community.

Unfortunately, his wife, Jo-
Ann, passed away in Febru-
ary 2019. Ron carried on as a
proud grandpa of 13 very active
grandchildren...a primary focus
in his life.

Ron has been active in retire-
ment with senior sports and
volunteering. He is the epitome
of a valued volunteer and he
thrives on giving back to the
community.

We asked a good friend of
Ron’s, Jerry lichyna, long-time
teacher and coach at Dakota,
what he thought of Ron. “Ron
deserves a community service
award.” Jerry said. “He started

the St. Vital Retired Teachers
Association and spends count-
less hours supporting the com-
munity!” Pretty high praise! Ron
was instrumental in creating the
bursaries that the retired teach-
ers present to graduating Louis
Riel School Division students
every year. He also was integral
in coordinating bi-annual lunch-
eons and an annual golf tourna-
ment for many years.

He has witnessed tremendous
growth in St. Vital from St. Vital
Road south to the perimeter. In
Ron’s words...”"Wow!”

Ron’s philosophy of retirement
is whatever you don’t do today,
you can do tomorrow or the next
day or if you forget... oh well!
He believes in keeping active
and we are grateful Ron has
chosen the St. Vital Museum to
share his talents.

- Top Hat Florists LTD

Canada & L34

800-204-0503

J04-233.2426
6% 51 Miary s T

ST.VITAL
Agricultural Society

“More than just a Fair”

For The Moments That Matter

Serving Wineipey and sorrounding arvas
for over 45 yeurs
FRESH FLOWERS £ GFES FORALL OUCASIONS

Same Day Delivery Available
FO02 Sansstaction Suaranteed
FID 72054044 =

* Community Gardening Plots available on a seasonal basis.
*Floral arranging groups. *Handcraft groups.
*Plant sales and community activities.

This year’s Fair: August 9th & 10th at the St.Vital
Centennial Arena 580 St.Anne’s Rd.

For Fair & Society info: WWwwW.Svds.cd
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Thriving Learners «~ Flourishing Communities

At the Louis Riel School Division, our vision is simple, yet powerful:

we want all members of our community to excel as caring, confident,
capable, and resilient life-long learners who contribute to a democratic
and sustainable world.

Our division is more than just a school system - we’re a community of
learners, teachers, parents, and partners who are all dedicated to
creating a better future for ourselves and for generations to come.
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