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Thoughts from the President
Summer 
at the 
museum 
has 
been 
very 
eventful. 

Three energetic students were 
a primary cause of that! Ethan, 
Brynn and Wells certainly made 
their mark on the museum and 
on all our volunteers who got to 
know them. 

Huge strides were made in the 
behind-the-scenes accession-
ing work on artifacts, sorting 
and labeling items and areas in 
the museum, contributing to our 
new signage project, upgrading 
the web site, and contributing to 
the Historian. I believe it was a 
good experience for them and 
the museum…just the way this 
should work!

We also participated in the 
113th St. Vital Agricultural 
Society Fair on August 9th and 
10th where we met new people, 
showcased some of our arti-
facts and new signs, and invited 
many new faces to visit the 
museum. 

We do look forward to the fall as 
we hope to expand our connec-
tion with the Louis Riel School 
Division, continue upgrades on 
the museum displays, and hope 
to expand our community reach.

One exciting opportunity will be 
at the St. Vital Shopping Cen-
tre where we have secured an 
informational booth on Novem-
ber 2nd and 3rd. Stop by and 
say hi if you see us there. 

And remember to order your 
2025 calendars filled with his-
toric pictures of St. Vital. They 
are still $5 each this year and 
are a significant fundraiser for 
the museum and a great gift for 
anyone at Christmas. You can 
pre-order any time and calen-
dars will be ready for pick-up by 
November 1st. 

If you would like to volunteer at 
the museum, please fill out the 
form on our web site. 

John Hindle
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From the Front Desk

Summer 
Chaos 
(and 
amuse-
ments!)
 
Now that 
I’ve had 

a chance to catch my breath 
since this year’s summer stu-
dents Ethan, Brynn, and Wells, 
have been gone for a couple 
days (and the quiet of the office 
is back!), I can sit back and 
reflect on the chaos that was 
unleashed here.

I will be honest when I tell you 
that I had no idea on what to 
expect being one of the part-
time managers/supervisors for 
the summer students. I knew 
what was to be expected as 
a student since I had worked 
on one of the grants, Young 
Canada Works, for several sum-
mers at three different muse-
ums in Manitoba. I have fond 
memories of those summers 
experiences.

We wanted that same positive 
feel for our students. A few of 
my favourite memories from this 
summer are:

	h Sweeping too much dust in 
the basement can and will 
trigger the fire alarm and the 
Winnipeg Fire Department 
will come with their sirens 
and full gear! Fortunately, 
the firefighters loved the 
museum and thought it was 
super cool (especially the 
firetrucks).

	h Watching in amazement 
as the summer students 
worked together to bring to 
life the vision I had for reor-
ganizing the way in which 
we store and manage the 
records of the current collec-
tion (and improving on my 
ideas for the future).

	h After the Agricultural Fair 
in August, having to push 
the firetruck while it was in 
neutral after it was backed in 
by our skilled volunteer Mike 
to make sure there was 

enough room to walk around 
it…the amount of giggling 
that happened!

This summer created some 
treasured remembrances that I 
am happy to add to my collec-
tion of “Museum Memories.” I 
truly did love working with our 
three students. 
I’d also like to extend a HUGE 
thank you to Sharon Golin who, 
with the help of many volun-
teers and our summer students, 
pulled off a fantastic Annual 
BBQ to finish off the summer 
here at the St. Vital Museum! 
Breanna

New Hours:

Current hours at the 
museum are Wednesday 
from 12:00 – 4:00 and 
Saturday from 10:00 – 
4:00.

All are welcome to 
explore the vibrant history 
of St. Vital!
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Memories from a Supporter
In grade eight, my mom and I 
moved to Victoria, BC. After my 
school year was over, my mom 
wanted to return to Winnipeg. I 
firmly stated that we must return 
to St. Vital and must return to 
my old school, Victor Mager. 
No other part of Treaty 1 terri-
tory was “home” and, although I 
don’t live in Manitoba anymore, 
when I come to visit, St. Vital is 
still home.

Summers were filled with bike 
rides, walks, and going to St. 
Vital Park with friends. Winters, 
for me, were solitude in nature, 
but just as beautiful. When the 
outdoor rinks weren’t too busy, I 
taught myself to skate. Oh, the 
pain of unthawing toes! 

When I was fourteen, I had use 
of cross-country skis, poles, 
and boots. I ventured on to the 
Seine River and I felt as though 
I had entered a very spiritual 

place. I knew what the area 
looked like in the summer; cov-
ered in garbage, shopping carts, 
and tires, but the snow and ice 
had transformed the tributary. 

Years later, living in Lillooet, 
BC, I researched the river to 
try and get an idea of the state 
it was in. I was ecstatic to see 
that residents on Egerton Road 
had begun the Save Our Seine 
project. 

I was equally excited to hear 
that the doors of the St. Vital 
Museum opened in 2008. The 
St. Vital Museum plays a very 
important role in community, 
and I wish it sustainability, lon-
gevity, and growth

Dana Hangle!

Street Name Changes
Historian Cam Dempster is 
continually researching St. Vital 
streets that have undergone a 
name change. Here are a few 
more he would like to share with 
our members.

	h Glenview was previously 
named Hull West

	h Haig was previously named 
Talbot

	h Sherwood Place was previ-
ously named Roux

	h Creek Bend was previously 
named Crescent

Notes: 

This last street listed was 
changed due to amalgamation 
to reduce duplication of street 
names in the new Unicity. 

While there is another Talbot 
in Winnipeg, this change in 
St. Vital to Haig occurred long 
before unification, around 1920, 
to honour a British general in 
World War I.
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Barbeque and Open House – August 24, 2024
I wanted to take this opportunity 
to report on our recent Open 
House and Barbeque…and to 
say thanks to everyone who 
participated…especially, all our 
volunteers and, of course, the 
150 or so who attended. And a 
special thanks to board mem-
ber, Sharon Golin, who put in a 
lot of hours organizing, gather-
ing prizes, and working with 
myself, Breanna, and our sum-
mer students to make sure we 
were the best we could be. 

We even had a few special 
guests I would like to men-
tion – MLA’s Billie Cross, Jamie 
Moses, and Robert Loiselle and 
City Councillor, Brian Mayes. All 
of these politicians have cho-
sen to support the museum and 
their attendance at our event 
was appreciated. 

The turn out and visitors to the 
museum were the largest for 
any event since I have been 
involved with the museum! We 
generated over $2000 for the 

museum, sold some member-
ships, received some incredible 
donations, and even pre-sold a 
few calendars. What a day!

I asked our resident Historian, 
Cam Dempster, who was on his 
feet all day greeting and tour-
ing visitors around the museum 
when the event was over what 
he thought. He said, “That is 
the best day I have had at the 

museum! What positive energy!”

Yes, Cam, it was a special day!

And on another note, August 
24th was the last day for our 
2024 summer students. They 
were a joy to have around the 
museum and contributed to our 
success in so many ways. We 
wish them great success in their 
future schooling and beyond.
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The Living Legend of St. Vital

James ‘Jim’ Peebles holds the 
distinction of being one of St. 
Vital’s most famous residents. 
In 2019, an 84-year-old Peebles 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physics alongside Michel Mayor 
and Didier Queloz, primarily 
for the breakthroughs he engi-
neered in his field of physical 
cosmology relating to cosmic 
microwave background radia-
tion (CMB).

Peebles’ connection to St. 
Vital is strong. At the museum, 
we even have a record of his 
father’s prize-winning rooster 
from a St. Vital Agricultural Fair. 
While he was born in 1935 in St. 
Boniface, his family moved to 
St. Vital when he was a young 

teenager to start junior high at 
Windsor School. He later gradu-
ated from Glenlawn Collegiate 
in 1953, one of 25 students in 
his class. 

After high school, Peebles 
moved on to the University of 
Manitoba where he excelled in 
his program, eventually matricu-
lating with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree. 

Peebles then moved to Prince-
ton University to continue his 
studies. While completing his 
graduate degrees, he gained 
an appreciation for astronomy. 
Upon completing his PhD in 
1962, Jim was hired by Prince-
ton to teach the next crop of 
astronomers. 

By 1965, Peebles was made 
assistant professor and seven 
years later he was granted the 
title of full professor. After a dec-
ade, he was offered the position 
of Albert Einstein Professor of 
Science at Princeton, succeed-

ing his mentor, Robert Dicke. 
He held this highly prestigious 
position for 16 years before 
retiring to become professor 
emeritus in the year 2000. 

Peebles has also published six 
monographs over his academic 
career, with his first coming in 
1971 (Physical Cosmology) and 
his most recent in 2022 (The 
Whole Truth: A Cosmologist’s 
Reflections on the Search for 
Objective Reality). Moreover, 
he has received many honours 
from the naming of an asteroid 
to the Order of Manitoba (2017).

Peebles was in town last year 
for Glenlawn Collegiate’s 
100th anniversary, where he 
addressed current high school 
students talking about his expe-
riences at the school and his 
work in theoretical physics. 

Summer Student - Wells 	
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Let’s All Learn Michif
Michif is the language devel-
oped by the Métis of the North-
west. It evolved through the 
mixture of French, English, 
and multiple first nations’ lan-
guages. Having done intensive 
and rigorous research (Google), 
I found three versions: Michif 
French, Heritage Michif and 
Northern Michif. Doing more 
searching gave me a fourth: 
Southern Michif. I won’t be 
surprised if someone points out 
additional versions. Here are a 
few words I found.

Taanishi… is a greeting. 	
HELLO, HOW ARE YOU? 
li feu kaanohitnuk….FIRE 
FIGHTER 
nootinamihk li feu… FIRE 
FIGHTING 
Marrsi…THANK YOU

Cam Dempster

President Arrested?
The president of the museum 
arrested? Well, not the current 
president but the previous one, 
Bob Holliday. And this hap-
pened many years before his 
time as president…back in the 
days when he was a journalist, 
interested in sports and crime.

In this situation, he managed 
to combine those two interests. 
According to Bob, he was on 
his way to a local hockey game 
to interview Fran Huck, former 
Canadian amateur hockey star, 
NHLer, hockey coach...and 
lawyer.

While Bob was on his merry 
way, a bank robbery was 
committed. Every Winnipeg 
police officer was given a clear 
description of the suspect 
which matched Bob to a T. The 
description of the clothes the 
robber wore also matched the 

outfit Bob was wearing, includ-
ing his cap. And the descrip-
tion of the getaway car... You 
guessed it. It matched Bob’s 
beater.

Shortly after the crime was com-
mitted, Bob was pulled over by 
the police. He had a rather ‘fun’ 
time proving his innocence. 
Eventually, after an intensive 
search of his car, he was able to 
convince the police that he was 
innocent. But he missed the 
hockey game!

Bob lamented…. If not for my 
poor taste in clothing and a 
motor vehicle none of this would 
have happened. 
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Swimmer’s Adventures – A St. Vital Connection
In the early 1970s, the Soviet 
swim team make a cross-
Canada tour by train which took 
place in November.
One of the Soviets was Vladimir 
Buré. Maybe you recognize the 
last name? He was the father 
of Pavel and Valery who played 
professional hockey in the NHL. 
Vladimir was a world-class 
swimmer. He competed in the 
Olympics in 1968, 1972 and 
1976 when he won four medals 
in freestyle and relays. In 1972 
he won the bronze medal in the 
100-meter freestyle losing to 
Mark Spitz of the USA by about 
half a second. 
But this story isn’t about swim-
ming.
While the team was in Win-
nipeg, there was a party at the 
St. Vital home of one of the 
Canadian swimmers, Bill Nash. 
Bill was a really good swimmer 
and went to school at Dakota 
Collegiate. He later became a 
swim coach at the University of 
North Dakota and many places 

in Canada eventually settling in 
Grande Prairie, Alberta.
Bill also loved to ride his Kawa-
saki 500 motorcycle. At the 
party, Buré asked to see the 
bike, so he went out to the 
garage in the backyard for a 
peek. The next thing Bill knew 
Buré took off on the bike. It 
was November! And he did not 
return to the party!
The Soviet officials were more 
than a little worried but Vladimir 
was found at a motel in western 
Manitoba. The Russian team 
was headed west so Vladimir 
caught the train and joined the 
team the next day.
During the swim meet, Vladimir 
was beaten in the 100-metre 
freestyle race by Canadian and 
St. Vital resident, Brian Phillips. 
Bill was pretty excited about 
his friend beating the Olympic 
bronze medalist. 
Mistaken Identity
Bill grew up as friends with 
museum president, John Hindle. 

John recalled another incident 
at the Pan-Am pool with Bill and 
his visiting swimming friends. 
John was not a great swim-
mer but on occasion, he went 
to the pool with his buddy, Bill. 
This day he was treading water 
near the side of the pool when 
Bill threw him a water polo ball 
to see if John, being a base-
ball player, could catch in the 
water with no baseball glove. 
He made the catch but a female 
swimmer from Czechoslovakia 
in a playful mood jumped off the 
side of the pool on top of John 
and took him to the bottom of 
the pool.
Bill watched in horror as he 
knew of his friends limited swim-
ming talents. It seemed like an 
eternity before the two came 
back to the surface with John 
coughing and sputtering. This 
unsuspecting beautiful world-
class swimmer did not realize 
that John was just hanging out 
in the pool. John slowly climbed 
out of the pool and from then on 
watched these great swimmers 
from the stands.

Dan Vandal  
MP/député 
 
Saint Boniface–Saint Vital 
4-213 St. Mary’s Road 
Winnipeg MB R2H 1J2 
204-983-3183 
dan.vandal@parl.gc.ca 
www.danvandal.ca 

Terry Duguid  
MP/député 
 
Winnipeg South 
80-2855 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 2H5 
204-984-6787 
terry.duguid@parl.gc.ca 
www.terryduguid.ca 
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The Murder of Geraldine Settee
On New Year’s Day 1970, Ger-
aldine Settee left her house at 
8 pm to walk to the corner store 
to buy pop and snacks. She 
would never make it back home. 
The youngest of ten children, 
Geraldine was doted on by her 
parents, brothers, and sisters. 
Usually, the trip took her about 
eight minutes. However, it was 
her father, Leonard Settee, who 
realized that Geraldine was out 
longer than usual. Around 25 
minutes after Geraldine had left, 
Leonard grew worried. He told 
the rest of the family everyone 
set about searching for their 
youngest member.
After a night of worry, every-
one’s worst fears came true. 
Geraldine’s lifeless corpse was 
found the next morning. Her 
body had partially frozen due 
to the cold temperatures during 
the holiday season. The harrow-
ing discovery was made by her 
sister and brother-in-law in a lot 
near her house. The autopsy 

would later conclude that she 
had been stabbed six times with 
a spring knife, but the crime 
scene and forensic evidence 
showed no signs of struggle. 
Initially, the case went to the St. 
Vital Police Department. The 
start of the investigation centred 
around the suspicious phone 
call Geraldine had received in 
the week before her murder. 
She had been particularly skit-
tish in the days between the 
call and her murder. However, 
no identifying information was 
able to be gleaned from these 
communications. Additionally, 
there were no witnesses who 
came forward at the time. It was 
discovered only later that two 
other neighbourhood boys had 
been threatened the week prior 
to Geraldine’s murder. While 
an unidentified 16-year-old boy 
was charged with the murder 
18 months later, the family was 
never notified of this develop-
ment. Eventually, the suspect 

was released and the case went 
“cold”. 
Now nearly half a century later, 
the Settee family is still asking 
for justice. They would like to 
have the case reopened and 
examined more closely and 
have a Facebook group called 
“Justice for Geraldine Settee.” 
This a dreadful story in the  
history of St. Vital.

St. Vital Museum 
600 St. Mary’s Road 

Winnipeg, MB  R2M 3L5 
204-255-2864   
info@svhs.ca

Brian Mayes
City Councillor 

Conseiller municipal

St. Vital
 

204.986.5088
bmayes@winnipeg.ca

 
*Services en français disponibles 
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My Summer at the St. Vital Museum

When I received the email of 
acceptance for the summer-
student position I applied for 
at the St. Vital Museum, I was 
ecstatic! As a university stu-
dent studying Anthropology, I 
knew this would be an amaz-
ing opportunity to see how a 
museum operates, as well as 
the daily front-facing tasks a 
public museum has. Now, as I 
near the end of my time here, I 
can reflect on exactly how valu-
able this experience has been 
for me. The start of my time is 
when I began working on the 
digitalizing of our records into a 
new system that will store the 
information of our artifacts in a 
quick and efficient way. 

As I sorted through close to one 
thousand documents, I became 
entrenched in learning about the 
residents of St. Vital and their 
histories, as well as the things 
they deeply treasured and gave 
to the Museum selflessly to 
keep the rich history of St. Vital 
alive.

Once I finished with that task, I 
moved on to the back office of 
the museum in which I began 
my accessioning journey....
that is to say beginning to 
research, classify, and label 
each individual artifact to then 
put on display in one of the nine 
rooms of this former firehouse. 
In the meticulous cataloging, I 
acquired keen observation skills 
that are sure to help me in my 
future endeavors. 

Among accessioning, the arti-
facts that piqued my special 
interest were the handwritten 
journals and artworks done by 
resident family members two or 
more generations ago. I found 

it helped me to see through the 
eyes of people who lived a time 
ago in which I once thought I 
had nothing in common with. 
My work for the Agricultural 
Fair held in St. Vital Centen-
nial Center was perhaps the 
most tactile representation of 
my time at the museum. The 
time spent in preparation was 
gathering artifacts specifically 
curated to be on display, and 
then researching and writing 
blurbs of information to go on 
our display board. 

Overall, I had a very rewarding 
experience at the Museum and 
will always value my time here 
as my first introduction to what 
I hope to do with my life in the 
future.

Summer Student - Brynn
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Potatoes Anyone?
In late 2017, the St. Vital 
Museum received an artifact 
that our curators worked tire-
lessly to classify. The handheld 
mechanism had a pump handle, 
a chamber, a pointy end, and 
what appeared to be a stand 
by the pointy end. This artifact, 
the staff agreed, must be put on 
display in our agricultural room 
right away for its inventiveness 
and its antiquity. Labeled as a 
bee smoker the antique went on 
display to be admired.

In 2024, one of our visitors 
came into our museum, took 
a look at our bee smoker, and 
said that we were wrong indeed. 
Our artifact on display was actu-
ally an antique potato planter! 
The staff of the museum went 
to the internet and scoured for 
a picture of such an object, 
and then were given a printed-
out page that showed almost 
an exact replica of our potato 
planter on display. 

The potato planter was invented 
in the mid-19th century to allevi-
ate some of the farmers’ heavy 
workload of planting the pota-
toes by hand. Before this inven-
tion the farmers would have 
to dig individual holes for the 
potatoes, and then be hand-cut 
before being manually fed into 
a metal drum. The pointy end 
is referred to as the ‘beak’, and 
the stand on the end is what 
the farmers step on to push the 
beak into the dirt to dig the hole. 
To drop the potato, the farmer 
cranks the handle and the tube 
drops a spud into the hole. 

While this handy tool has 
become lost in the fast forward 
moving world, the potato hand 
planter/seeder would have been 
extremely helpful to farmers 
who’s physically demanding job 
was made just that much easier. 
In updating our signs currently, 
the museum feels the need to 
further correct the record by 
thanking our thoughtful visitors 

for always helping keep the 
museum a special place to learn 
about the history of our munici-
pality, as well as give more 
information to the public about 
this wondrous artifact.

Summer Student, Brynn
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The Heartbeat of the St. Vital Museum

The St. Vital Museum stands as 
a beacon of our community’s 
rich heritage, a place where the 
past is preserved for the future, 
and this wouldn’t be possible 
without the incredible gener-
osity of our volunteers. Over 
the course of being a summer 
student at the St. Vital Museum, 
I have learned the importance 
of volunteers. As a non-profit 
organization with only one part-
time employee, the museum 
relies heavily on the dedication 
and passion of volunteers who 
contribute countless hours to 
ensure that our history is not 
only maintained, but celebrated.

These volunteers come from all 
walks of life, bringing with them 
a diverse set of skills and expe-
riences. From organizing events 
to maintaining the building and 
greeting visitors, their contribu-
tions are as varied as they are 
invaluable. Without their efforts, 
the museum wouldn’t be around 
today. Their work is a homage 
to how St. Vital itself has man-
aged to thrive as a community.

A museum is not something all 
communities are granted…it’s 
something that a community 
with passionate people come 
together to create…developed 
so people can come and con-
nect with their roots, where 
stories come alive, and where 
future generations can learn 
about the history that shapes 
them and their environment.  
Every event put on and every 
exhibit curated is the result of 
hard work and dedication of 
our volunteers. They under-

stand that preserving the past 
is essential for the future, and 
they give their time selflessly to 
make it happen.

In my time as a summer student 
working at the St. Vital Museum, 
I have learned this… In a world 
where time is precious, the 
generosity of our volunteers is a 
gift that benefits the entire com-
munity. The St. Vital Museum 
couldn’t happen without them, 
and I’m incredibly grateful for 
their ongoing support. Together, 
we are not just preserving his-
tory; we are creating a legacy 
for future generations.

Summer Student, Ethan






